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The Dynamics of Local Government : a Closer Look at
the Expansion of Political Sphere in Thailand

Chaipong Samnieng
Researcher of Public Policy Studies Institute,

Chiangmai University

Abstract

The public's entry into the political space of local
administrative organizations through electoral success
has given them massive bargaining power. The public
has gained this through network building among interest
groups including families and relatives, eroups with
access to natural resources, and capitalists and as a
result, local administrative organizations have become
an open space which people use to create new forms
of relationships with the state. In addition, recurring
local elections continue to build relationships between
local politicians and the electorate at many different
levels. Elections have thus become a political tool used
in bargaining with local politicians. Elections also provide
opportunities for newcomers to enter into the political
space. This indicates that local politics is not
monopolized by any one group and is instead open to
all those operating within this context of network
building. Local politics is thus a bargaining arena, and
importantly is a space for people and self-government



In addition, local administrative organizations are highly
flexible and are not as fixed or rigid as formal
organizations or bureaucratic systems. In other words,
this is a semi-formal organization equipped with
innovations, and elected executives and members who
are attached to the area. Such flexibility allows for a
more responsive approach to the local people and

hence, these are organizations operating for the people.

Keywords local administrative organization, negotiation arena,

self-government, network relationships
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The Changing of “Love” in the Transition of Thai
Rural People in the late 1977s-1987s.

Pattarat Phantprasit

Abstract

The transformation of Thai rural life in the post-war period,
which has been dramatically influenced by economic
development, has attracted the concentrated attention of
both Thai and foreigner scholars. Most researchers focus on
the effects of economic development on the Thai rural
population and try to answer the question of why and how
this lead to increased participation by the Thai rural
population in the political sphere, demanding improved
living and economic conditions. However, these
investigations have neglected the investigation of how
economic development affected the mental life of rural
people. An understanding of this will provide important
insights into this group of people at a time of transformation
in Thai society.

*This article comprises a part of the thesis Transition of Life and Mentality of the Lower
Middle Class Women from the late 1980s to the Present, submitted by Pattarat
Phantprasit in completion of a Master of Arts degree in History, Chiangmai University, 2013.



This paper therefore analyses changes in how love and the search for
relationships were re-conceptualized by Thai rural people in the decade from
the late 1970s, a period of migration and of changes in the social and
economic environment in which the rural population moved. These changes
were made evident in print media, in particular “Koo Saang Koo Som”
magazine. The three questions addressed by this paper are therefore: (i) How
did economic changes between 2520 and 2530 BE (1977-1987 CE) reshape the
ways of life of rural people? (i) What was the relationship between the
increasing role of magazines as sources of knowledge for rural people and
these changes in rural life? (i) How were these changes related to changes in
conceptualizations of love and in relationships between heterosexual partners.
It is hoped that answers to these questions will lead to a better understanding
both of these profound economic and social transitions and of fractures in and
stratification of rural populations (through, for example, increasing access to

higher education).
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Contract Farming :

Production System, Risk, Power and Negotiation

Assistant Professor Pensiri Punpa
College of Interdisciplinary Studies,

Thammasat University, Lampang Center

Abstract

This research studies contract farming in terms of its production
systems, risks, power relations and systems of negotiation through the
use of a case study of agricultural groups in Lampang province. The
research also studies the histories and patterns of contract farming

through which farmers have struggled.

The study shows that the written contracts which are designed to
control farmers are not actually enforced. Instead, the system of
control is exercised through more sophisticated production relations,
for instance input, market or even social relationship control systems.
These systems show the significant power that private companies are
able to exert over farmers and their economic conditions and ways of
life.

However, the researcher found that their lack of negotiating power
was one of the conditions that led the farmers to change. Farmers
formed production strategies in order to meet the power of capital
and to retain their modes of production. It was also found that their
strategies could be observed at both household and group levels.
Farmers gathered to set up groups to manage work in the fields,
production and political integration, and some of these systems were
supported by the Thai government. The power of these groups
depends on their starting costs. In cases where there was government
support, it was found that the groups lacked management expertise

and negotiating power.
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The Procedure to Construct Thai Nationalism
Ideology by Linguistic Strategies in

Wimol Siripaiboon’s Historical Novels

Supansa Pagtaranigone
Lecturer, Thai Language Department ,

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Udon Thani Rajabhat University

Abstract

This research aims to analyze the construction of a Thai
nationalist ideology in Wimol Siripaiboon’s six historical
novels: Khukam, Romchat, Thawibhop, Atita, Kasatriya and
Atiraja. This will be done through the use of Norman

Fairclough’s conception of critical discourse analysis

The results show that the texts build nationalist ideologies
through lexis and syntax in the novels' narration and
dialogue. The nationalist ideologies are built through the
praising of the values of the Thai nation and nationality
and in portraying Thais as the victims of foreign aggression
and so worthy of sympathy. In addition, the failures of
historical leaders are defended and justified. This
nationalist ideology is in accordance with major currents in
Thai society, resulting in the novels' acceptance by the
broader society.

Keyword
Procedure to Construct, Thai Nationalism Ideology,

Linguistic Strategies, Historical Novels, Wimol Siripaiboon
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Measure of Informal Violence Prevention :
Fan Participation in the Prevention of Violence in
Thai Football

Arjin Thongyuukong

Independent researcher

Abstract

This article argues that, although Thai football leagues
are permeated with violence and fans are often
stigmatized as offenders, football fans could play a role
reducing this violence through “measure of informal
violence prevention”. For example, many fan groups
have enacted “football fan’s code of conduct” to curb
violent behavior. Chant-leaders can also play a
constructive role in toning down violent emotions and
increased contact between fan clubs could strengthen
relationships. These informal measures operate through
relationships between fans, so solidarity within fans'
communities is an important factor in their success and
the participation of fans generally is important in

preventing football violence.
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