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Abstract

This article presents the principles of writing academic work. These are menticned to what
an importance of academic work, a self-observation for preparing a readiness in writing, and an
outline for writing systematically should be consisted of, In addition, what the characters of quality

should be considered such as compiling contents, publishing articles, or using academic languace.

Keyword : Writing, Academic Work
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TEACHING CHINESE STUDENTS TO PRONOUNCE THAI SOUND : PROBLEMS
AND SOLUTIONS. CASE STUDY OF INTENSIVE COURSE OF LAMPANG
RAJABHAT UNIVERSITY 2013 - 2014
nsaaulnAneIuanidesniwine : Jgynwaznisuily

nIflAnwIANgAsIseTanIelng annInedesvagaiue 2013 - 2014
Tatpicha Sakulsueb’

Viny anagu
Abstract

Chinese students who studies Thai language as a foreign or second language
encounter the pronunciation problem of Thai sounds such as consonants, vowels, and
tones. Most of them cannot pronounce the sounds like /p/, /b/, /t/, /n/,/ur:/, /wia:/ and the
diphthongs. At first the international phonetics are used to teach them pronounce but they
cannot remember the sound of consonants and some students changes those phonetics
symbols into pinyin (Chinese phonetics) instead because they get used to them than the
international ones. Therefore, the instruction is changed from international phonetics to
pinyin alphabets. This helps the students to learn better and giving the satisfied result
about pronunciation and conversation. The pronunciation acquisition needs more time to
practice for reciting but in abroad context the teacher should find the ways to teach by
setting a learning activity in class. Besides, the teacher should provide the reading book
for students to read in extra time including the recorded sounds from lessons or another
interested topics especially everyday life vocabulary.

Keywords : teaching Thai language, Chinese students, Thai sounds, problems and
solutions, China
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1. Introduction

Teaching Thai language for foreigners at Lampang Rajabhat began in 1994. In
2006 Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences opened curriculum Bachelor of Arts in
Thai language for accepting 10 Chinese students to study and earn Bachelor degree then
the following year Thai language and business communications opened for supporting a
large number of Chinese students who wanted to study here . Nowadays there are more
than 100 Chinese students studied in Thai language and other majors like International
business, Mass Communication, and English.

In 2013, the newest curriculum will open and accept foreign students to learn in
Communicative Thai Language for Foreigners and preparing for MOU between Lampang
Rajabhat University and other universities in China. In addition, Thai Language Major
had an intensive course for preparing foreign students to learn basic of Thai language
about 8 months. This course began since 2005 till now is g™ year. Students who pass the
exam will receive certificate and special offer to study in our newest curriculum,
Communication Thai Language for Foreigners, improved and guaranteed by professionals
of teaching foreign language with a goal of accomplishment in education and career of
students.

Detail of intensive course consisted of 840 hours for 1-4 level of Thai language
(August — March), 120 hours for field trip. Timetable is Monday — Friday, except
Wednesday, since 9.00 a.m. -17.00 p.m. The cost is 33,000 THB. Each week the classes
will be changed and circulated from listening, speaking, reading, and writing (2 hours)
and culture (1 hour: 9.00-10.00 a.m.) every day.

In general, the main instruction media was “Foundation of Thai language” written
by Assist Professor Chamlong Khamboonchoo and extra sheets of each teacher about
topics to study that day.

The number of student in class is 30. The period of instruction per day was 7
hours.

It takes 60 minutes for culture class and 120 minutes for communication skills.
The media in classroom was blackboard, computer, and projector. The environment of
classroom is fine that there is enough luminance and fresh air. The students understand
English, too.

At first month on August, the teacher informed the foundation of Thai consonants,
vowels and tones before going further to other content because it was very important for
mixing all components into words, phrase, and sentence.

Lampang Luang Journal, Vol. 1, No. 2, July - December 2013.




However, some of students could not remember these sounds even they could
memorize and recite them all in class and passed the dictation. This maybe they confused
some symbols of sound in Thai alphabets that looked like Pinyin but pronounced
differently. Therefore, if the students had no techniques to remember or remind, the risk
to pronounce wrongly was high.

For example /d/ in Thai does not have in Chinese, but the Pinyin uses /d/ to
represent /t/ in an international sounds. The problem was many students could not
pronounce /d/ Thai clearly and the first time to pronounce always wrong. /p/ even
Chinese has this consonant has but the students could not separate it from /b/ clearly. For
example, ‘/pajl/ - /paj1/° that meant ‘you can go now’ in Thai, they thought it meant bye -
bye in English. Other components of Thai sounds seemed to be problematic ones, too.

This study wants to find the better solutions to teach Thai sounds for Chinese
student for efficient results.

Purposes of the study
1. To specify the pronunciation problems of Thai sounds on Chinese students.
2. To find the better solutions on teaching Chinese students to pronounce Thai
sounds.

Significance of the study
This research will be benefit for Thai language teacher to teach Thai language
both in Thai and abroad context.

Scope of the study
The scope of content is Thai sound pronunciation: consonants, vowels, and
tones. The population is 30 intensive students at Lampang Rajabhat University. Period of
collecting data is August — December 2013.

Hypothesis
The usage of Chinese phonetics is better to tech pronunciation of Thai sounds
on Chinese students

2. Review of Related Literature
The instruction concepts
The main method was teacher — centered instruction even was denied
nowadays but teaching foreign language at beginners. Content was controlled by teacher
was much more suitable. The concept of teacher-centered instruction dictated by
Associate Professor Dr.Tissana Kham-manee (2007)

The teacher-centered instruction had been popular because this
method aimed to inform the contents, facts, and data rapidly and easy-
understanding. The teachers had to well — plan for presenting knowledge
briefly, clearly, and accordant to learners purposes. This method had
been used for a long time and was guaranteed on effective results.
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The teacher could choose the ways to teach from this concept
having 2 styles that were direct instruction and learning theory based
direct instruction.

However, this study used the direct instruction consisted of 6 components as
followed (Kham-manee, 2007)

1) Teacher centrality meant the teacher had an important role to control the
directions of instruction by deciding what and how the students had to learn.

2) Task orientation meant the teacher focused on academic contents that
were knowledge, data or information providing by activities and experiences.

3) Positive expectation meant the teacher should expect that all students
could gain their knowledge and got good achievements.

4) Student cooperation and accountability meant the students must be
responsible their works and learning and helping other to learn.

5) Nonnegative affect meant the learning environment should be friendly and
no bias or looking down.

6) Apparent rule and legislation meant the teacher had to establish structure
of activities and performances under the close following up of teacher.

The instruction methods

The ways to recite the Thai sounds selected the memory model of Joyce &
Weil (1996) consisted of 6 components.

1) Awareness meant the students could memorize something well if they
noticed and intended to prospect.

2) Association meant the linkage the new thing into their old perception.

3) Link system meant the linkage system of concept for stimulating other
knowledge after recognizing one’s knowledge.

4) Ridiculous association meant the ridiculous or humorous sense while the
students learnt something could stimulate and impress someone for a long time.

5) Replaced words meant the words that could replace the one’s position that
meaning did not mean.

6) Key word usage meant the usage of words, alphabets, or syllables to recall
the other things involved the topic.

The instruction techniques
Interesting techniques could help learning by giving a sense of exciting and it
was accordant with the method of ridiculous association for better result.
Game
This technique used game for stimulating class. The game had 3 styles of
using that were (Kham-Manee, 1996)
1) Playing without competition
2) Playing with competition
3) Playing under simulated situation
The advantage and disadvantage of game usage as followed
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Advantage
1) High participation from students and joy
2) Long memory of meaning
3) Not much power to teach
Disadvantage
1) Too long time spent
2) High expenses
3) Depending on teacher’s ability
4) Requiring well — prepared
5) Requiring discussion skill after process finished

Knowledge of Thai sounds
Words in Thai language consisted of consonants, vowels and tones.
(Wikipedia, 2010)
1. Consonants
Thai consonant had 21 sounds that divided into 2 styles of usage that were
first and last consonant as shown in Table 1. 8 final consonants were /m/, /n/,/n/,/j/, /Iw/,
K/, Ip/, It/.

Bilabial Labio- Alveolar Palato- Palatal Velar Uvular
dental alveolar

Stops /p/ /ph/ /b/ /t/ /th/ /d/ /k/ /kh/ /?/
Nasals /m/ /n/ n/
Fricatives /f/ /s/ /h/
Affricates A Agh
Rolls /t/
Approximants i/ /wl/
Laterals N/

Table 1 the position of Thai consonant sounds

2. Vowels
Thai vowels consisted of 21 sounds that were /i/, /i:/, /wi/, /w/, /u/,/u:/,
/el je:l, sl /s:/, lol,jo:l, el /], [al,/a:/, /al, [a:/, /ia:/,/wa:/, /ua:/. Some theory said there
were 24 sounds of vowels because they counted /ia/, /wia/, /ua/ too.

3. Tones
Thai tones consisted of 5 sounds that were medium tone /-/, falling tone /*/,
rising —falling tone /*/, rising tone /’/ and rising —falling tone /"/.

4. Diphthongs
Thai diphthongs had /r/, /1/, /w/ inside words and pronounced together with
the first consonant. The diphthongs in Thai language divided into 2 styles that were real
and unreal diphthongs. The real ones consisted of 11 sounds : /kr/, /kl/, /kw/,
/khr/,/khl/,/khw/, /tt/, /pr/, pl/, /phr/, and /phl/. However, some Thai words borrowed from
foreign diphthongs would translated into 6 sounds were /br/, /bl/, /dr/, /ft/, /fl/, /tr/. The
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unreal diphthongs that meant no pronunciation of /r/, /I/,/w/ even they appeared within
words such as /ter/, /teh/,/st/, /tr/ etc.

3. Methods and procedures

The methods for teaching Chinese students to pronounce Thai sounds used the
methods of direct instruction and memory model under the concept of teacher centered
instruction by giving 6 steps with 2 language for describing (Thai, English) and Chinese
pinyin and a media including playing game for stimulating students’ interests. After a
while of application, the result of teaching was assessed by observation and oral test. The
result was in descriptive analysis. The procedure was shown in figure 1

Set up Implied Observed, Improved
memory into Played and
model teaching game and implied
Oral test

Figure 1 procedure of teaching by memory model

4. Findings and conclusion
The problems of Thai sound pronunciation on Chinese students who studied Thai
language as a foreign language were shown in Table 2.

Thai sounds Problem sounds
Consonants
First consonants m/, /d/,J? ,/bl, Ipl, It/
Final consonants /m/, /n/,/n/,/t/
Vowels lel, le:/, I/, /e:/, lwa:/
Tones [’/
Diphthong every word having /r/

Table 2 the problem sounds of Thai language for Chinese students.

The causes of these problematic sounds were
1) //, /dl,/? v/, It/

No sounds like these in Chinese and some form was the same in Pinyin but

different pronunciation such as /d/ in Chinese pronounced /t/
2) /vl Ip/

These two sounds were easy to say but hard to listen. Sometime Chinese
students could not separate clearly for example /bai2/ “afternoon” /pet2/ “8”. For /p/ in
Thai sounds Pinyin used ‘b’ as a symbol.

3) /m/,/n/,/n/, )t/

When /m/ used as a final consonant, the lips closed but Chinese students

opened and for /n/,/n)/ used as a final consonant, the lips opened but they did oppositely.
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Especially for /n/, it was very hard sound for students to practice both in first and final
positions. For /t/ even the students could pronoun a first consonant but the final consonant
could not pronounce apparently because the position of tongue should be behind the
upper teeth but they put it at the palate.

4) /el /e, €], [e:/

The level of tongue differentiated. /e/,/e:/ were in medium and /¢/, /e:/ were
in low but the students could not make it differently. These vowels were not in Chinese so
Thai forms could use immediately before reciting.

5) /wa:/

The mixed-vowels between /w:/ and /a:/. Chinese had not /wi:/ so the
students did not know how to pronounce. The technique used in this case was acting that
showed the direction of wind from abdomen to mouth. This acting looked like rap dance
that the students liked.

6)//

The forth tone of Thai sounds when pronounced the sounds was a little

strange both in short and long vowel.
7) Diphthong /-r-/

The diphthong in Thai that frequently used in everyday life if the speaker
pronounced unclearly, the listener still understand but it was discredit of speaker so in the
class teacher should emphasize the students to pronounce these words carefully.

The solutions for sounds above was an implication of direct instruction mixing
with memory model first. The procedure below was an example of /d/ sound in Thai.

1) Awareness
Teacher described the position of tongue and wind then showed how to
pronounce. For instance, /d/ in Thai language, the teacher drew the picture on blackboard
then marked the position of sound origin (alveolar) and described what the wrongness of
their pronunciation. In this case the teacher should explain in detail easily because the
technical terms of phonetics maybe not familiar to learners. However, if in Pinyin had
forms that was alike Thai sounds, the teacher could use that forms instead of Thai
consonant immediately.
2) Association
Teacher linked the new consonant to their own memory of Pinyin by
mixing with English pronunciation. The teacher said “/d/ in Thai is the same sound with
DmABCD”
3) Link system
Teacher emphasized that /d/ in Thai was in the same position with /d/ so
when teacher began saying “A B C ...” with pointing to form of it on blackboard. The
students recalled their understanding with the sound. After the students remembered, the
teacher would erase each word and asked them again then erased all and pointed on the
blank blackboard to test them about the link system.
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4) Ridiculous association
Teacher used participatory activities to stimulate other students in class by
calling them one by one to read out loud then teacher corrected their pronunciation with
positive reinforcement such as applause, smile and admire. Some students that were shy,
this step was good to be familiar with them and make laughing among classroom.
Furthermore, the competition between groups in class would change learning’s
environment to exciting and fun. Some cases the teacher could call them to show in front
of the class for compliment.
5) Replaced words and 6) Key word usage
These steps looked like link system in no. 4 but for consonants need not to

do. The other problematic sounds in Thai language could be improved by this memory
model and the teacher should insert game during instruction too. Some sounds were not
in Pinyin such as /n/,/d/, /?/, /b/, /v/ the teacher could use Thai alphabet form
simultaneously with their own sounds instead of international phonetics or pinyin for
better understanding.

Besides, some sounds like final consonants and diphthongs though they could
pronounce correctly for each, after matching into word they confused about /m/, /n/,/1)/

The procedure of memory model used for direct instruction instead of
international phonetics usage for teaching Thai sounds above gave the good achievement
among students by observations and oral test in the first and second semesters.

Conclusion

17 Thai sounds seemed to be problematic among Chinese students who studied
Thai language as beginners solved by memory model having 6 steps of direct instruction
controlled by teachers. Chinese Pinyin was good for teaching consonants, vowels, and
tones. The teachers should take care of students closely at the threshold of studying
because if the students could understand well, these problematic sounds could be solved
rapidly within 2 weeks but if they remembered the wrong one, they maybe pronounced
incorrectly forever. Moreover, playing game in class, dictation and oral test were efficient
evaluation.

S. Discussion and Implication

Most of problematic sounds in Thai language among Chinese students occurred
because these sounds did not have in Chinese. The most difficult sound of first consonant
was /1n/.They still cannot pronounce this sound correctly. The teacher should focus on the
characters of lips during the student pronounced final consonants because the students
always confuse on closed and opened lips. The technique for this problem was hand
hinting like bird’s beak. The vowels and tones seemed less to be problematic if the
students listened and practiced enough so the teacher should provided the recording of
Thai sounds and some vocabularies to students. The diphthong maybe the big problem for
foreign students who studied in the future because Thais always speak carelessly on
diphthong so the students had no chance to practice with native speakers. However, if
they said unclearly but everyone understands they would not try to improve their
pronunciation, too.
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Other instruction media were reading book for beginners, songs, videos etc. The
reading book provided here was Thai language textbook written by Ratchanee Sripriwan,
Ministry of education. Though the book was very old but it was suitable for this case so
much because the content was accordant with the main textbook so it was a following up
media for each chapter.

The implication of Memory Model and some techniques would be benefit for
teacher who had to teach Chinese students foundation of Thai language. The special tip
was if the teacher could speak Chinese even though a little bit, the student would accept
the teacher more than usual. The acceptance of students on teacher affected the
achievements and progress positively.
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Abstract

This article presents perspective ideas of Michael Foucault, an influential person in many
fields of sciences, who does not believe in any theory. Truth is not discovery but is produced by
historical process. What is process? It is a step of creation and propagation. Goal is to find a process
of discourse creation. Discourse is created by society which may be a power group or anti — power
group. Therefore, discourse is a technology of power that makes people be object under commands

of power.
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Abstract

Objectives of this study were 1) studying beliefs in Lao literature involving That Luang
Vientiane Community, Kampaeng Nakorn Vientiane district, Lao People’s Democratic Republic 2)
beliefs existed in Lao literature and teaching methods. This study was documentary research from 14
titles.

The result found that there were 303 beliefs and 211 beliefs of those were taken to perform
until now. Performer of beliefs following role — duty was 2 categories that was 1) person who used
beliefs for instruction such as monk, doctor, teacher, old people in family 2) person who performed
following instruction such as children, teenager, working age, pregnant woman, layman, and old
people. The second group had 3 sub-groups. 1) 40 years old or over group was a strictly performing
group 2) 20-40 years old group was a fairly strictly performing group 3) 6-19 years old group was a less
performing group.

Teaching methods appeared of 14 titles divided into 2 types that was 1) to perform and 2)
not to perform and telling the effects of perform that was not followed those beliefs. This method
made people fear and no resist. This study showed that Lao people had identity about folkways and
customs to perform strictly. Identity of Lao people was outstanding at respecting and obeying old

people that made them lived happily for a long time.
Keyword : Beliefs, Laos Literature
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Abstract

This research aimed to study the colophon of Lanna palmleaf on culture dimension. The
exchanged palmleafs colophon was 40. The culture dimensions consisted of name, people, period,
pace, purpose, font, value, belief, and result of merit.

The result found that the colophon always wrote name, number of palmleaf set, the writer
was monks, novice, man who resumed secular life, period of writing with date, time, month, or year
(Thai minor era and Bhuddist era) and importance of content. Purpose of writing was inheriting
Buddhism to 5000th years, enlightened to nirvana, fulfilled hopes, healthy, and happiness for next
life. Fonts of writing were Lanna Dham and Thai contemporary character. Value, belief, and result of
merit was offering to Bhudda. Values were hiring to write and ordering the other to write, humble,
boast, self- blame. Self- blaming were bad handwriting, incomplete writing, accepting error and
corrections. Beliefs were donation, 5000" year Bhuddism, Maitreya (Bhuddist Deity) and nirvana.
palmleaf writing was very merit because it inherited Bhuddism and led to tradition of offering

palmleaf to temples and praying for writer.

Keywords : Culture Dimension, Plamleaf, Colophon, Nirvana, Bhuddism
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A STUDY OF THAI FOLK DANCE SONGS FROM LOMRAD,
TERN DISTRICT, LAMPANG PROVINCE
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Abstract

Objectives of this study were collecting Thai folk dance songs from Lom - rad district, Tern,
Lampang and analyzing contents by roles of those songs. The results were 1) 117 Thai folk dance
songs were collected 2) contents of songs having 4 roles that were entertainment, knowledge, social
control, and vent frustration. Role of entertainment appeared 105 songs that were the most numbers
of it. Contents of songs were about 1) flirting, admiring partner, and invitation 2) complain and hurtful
3) beauty of nature 4) literature stories. then role of social control appeared 6 songs, role of

knowledge appeared 3 songs and role of vent frustration appeared 3 songs as well.

Keyword : Thai folk dance, Lomrad, Tern district, Roles
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DEK CHAY MALIWAN LODLAIMONGGON AND SUMPHAOTHONG :
THE SUPPORTING OF CAPITALISM IDEOLOGY IN NOVEL
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Abstract

This article aims at studyin Dek Chay Maliwan LodLaiMonggon and Sumphaothong, the
novel by Prabhassorn Sevikul, through Louis Althusser ’s conception of Ideology and conception of
narratology. The results revealed that Dek Chay Maliwan support capitalism Ideology by decreasing
the violence of Economic disparity problem in Capitalism. LodLaiMonggon support capitalism
Ideology by praising Chinese in Thailand who make a success of business in capitalism. In addition
Sumphaothong support capitalism Ideology by decreasing the violence of economic crisis In 1997.

Capitalism Ideology in novels harmonize with other discursive practices in Thai social. Moreover
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Literature Assosiations promote Dek Chay Maliwan LodlLaiMonggon and Sumphaothong to
outstanding novels, in order to support capitalism Ideology to be principle ideology, resulting in, the

state to maintain political power.

Keyword : Dek Chay Maliwan, LodLaiMonggon, Sumphaothong, Supporting Capitalism Ideology
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Abstract

This article is intended to Study paths competency in foreign literary works and To Korea and
Thai literature, literary. By studying the subject Daddy - Long - Legs, Daddy - Long - Legs Korea
Edition, Thai drama love story of Jane JIRA. Study results showed that Long legs father Korea Edition,
Thai drama love story of Jane JIRA Get ideas from the Daddy - Long - Legs. The narrative strategy
presentation have the same characteristics is love story of Jane JIRA using tactics similar to the letter's
writing Daddy - Long - Legs. But it is different story Daddy - Long - Legs Korea Edition use the how to
write a letter sent by e-mail. Character there are similarities. The end in the story love story of Jane

JIRA with the characters' happiness. But in the story Daddy - Long - Legs Korea Edition with death.
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